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But those who have once degraded their understanding
to an application only to the passions, and who have learned
to derive hope from any other sources than industry and
virtue, seldom retain dignity and magnanimity sufficient to
defend them against the constant recurrence of temptation
to falsehood. He that is too desirous to be loved, will
soon learn to flatter, and when he has exhausted all the
variations of honest praise, and can delight no longer with
the civility of truth, he will invent new topicks of panegy-
rick, and break out into raptures at virtues and beauties
conferred by himself.

The drudgeries of dependence would, indeed, be aggra-
vated by hopelessness of success, if no indulgence was
allowed to adulation. He that will obstinately confine his
patron to hear only the commendations which he deserves,
will soon be forced to give way to others that regale him
with more compass of musick. The greatest human virtue
hears no proportion to human vanity. We always think
ourselves better than we are, and are generally desirous
that others should think us still better than we think our-
selves. To praise us for actions or dispositions which de-
serve praise, is not to confer a benefit, but to pay a tribute.
We have always pretensions to fame, which, in our own
hearts, we know to be disputable, and which we are desir-
ous to strengthen by a new suffrage; we hav,e always hopes
which we suspect to be fallacious, and of which we eagerly
snatch at every confirmation.

It may, indeed, be proper to make the first approaches
under the conduct of truth, and to secure credit to future
encomiums, by such praise as may be ratified by the con-
science ; but the mind once habituated to the lusciousness
of eulogy, becomes, in a short time, nice and fastidious,
and like a vitiated palate, is incessantly calling for higher
gratifications.

It is scarcely credible to what degree discernment
may be dazzled by the mist of pride, and wisdom infatuated
by the intoxication of flattery ; or how low the genius may
descend by successive gradations of servility, and how